Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024

(by the Kanto-Shinetsu Regional Taxation Bureau of the National
Tax Agency of Japan)

Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards are the
traditional sake awards held by the
Kanto-Shinetsu Regional Taxation
Bureau of the National Tax Agency
of Japan, which has jurisdiction for
the Kanto-Shinetsu region’s six pre-
fectures (Ibaraki, Tochigi, Gunma, Sai
tama, Niigata and Nagano). The awa-
rds were first held in 1965 and the
most recent awards held in 2024
marked the 95th.

The objective of holding these awar-
ds is, through evaluating the quality Six prefectures in the Kanto-
of sake, to promote the advanceme-  Shinetsu region of Japan

nt and develooment of sake brewing

technology, to improve the quality of sake brewed in Kanto-Shin-
etsu region’s six prefectures, and to contribute to the sound de-
velopment of the sake industry.

The most recent awards (Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024)
consisted of three categories. The first category was for Ginjo-shu
sake, a type of sake that has a fruity flavor and has been described
as a work of art among sake. The second category was for Junmai-
shu sake that is made solely from high quality rice and has a fragrant
and complex flavor. The last category was for Junmai Ginjo-shu sake,
a beautiful combination of rich and fruity flavor of Ginjo-shu sake
with fragrant and tasteful flavor of Junmai-shu sake.

The six prefectures of the Kanto-Shinetsu region are blessed with
outstanding natural beauty and best climate conditions for brewing
sake. For the Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024, 131 products were
exhibited in the Ginjo-shu category, 147 in the Junmai Ginjo-shu
sake category and 91 in the Junmai-shu category from many
traditional sake breweries (Meijo-kura) in Kanto-Shinetsu region.



The judging panel, who used all their senses to evaluate the quality
of the exhibits, carried out the first and second round of judging on
October 3", 4™ and October 9% 2024. Following a strict but fair
judging process, IWASA Osamu, the Regional Commissioner of the
Kanto-Shinetsu Regional Taxation Bureau, awarded the Grand Prize
to a manufacturer who achieved the highest score in each of the
three categories (the Ginjo-shu category, the Junmai Ginjo-shu
category and the Junmai-shu category), and also gave Special Prizes
to two other manufacturers that achieved the highest scores in each
of the three categories following the Grand Prizes. Furthermore, the
Commissioner IWASA also gave Excellence Prizes to 47
manufacturers in the Ginjo-shu category, 46 manufacturers in the
Junmai Ginjo-shu category and 29 manufacturers in the Junmai-shu
category that achieved excellent scores.

Judging method

The judges, who are experts in evaluating the quality of sake and
came from the six prefectures in the Kanto-Shinetsu region, are
researchers from public organizations for sake brewing technology,
brewmasters, researchers from WNational Research Institute of
Brewing and technical officers from the Kanto-Shinetsu Regional
Taxation Bureau. The judges used all their senses to perform strict
but fair evaluations of the quality of sake.

Results of the Judging

Please see Appendix 1 and Appendix 2.




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Ginjo-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024

Prize

Prefecture

Manufacturer

Trade Name

Brewmaster etc.

The Grand Prize

Tochigi

TSUJIZENBEISHOTEN CO., LTD.

SAKURAGAWA

TSUJI Hiroyuki

Prize

Prefecture

Manufacturer

Trade Name

Brewmaster etc.

The Special Prize

Niigata

MIYAO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD.

SHIMEHARITSURU

TOGASHI Tsuneo

Nagano [ONO SYUZOUTEN CO., LTD. YOAKEMAE KIYOTO Yukihiro
Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name [Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki [YOSHIKUBOSYUZOU CO., LTD. [IPPIN SUZUKI Tadayuki
Ibaraki [MORISHIMA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [FUJI TAIKAN |MORISHIMA Shouichirou
Ibaraki [|urazaTo syuzouTen LimiTED PARTNERSHIP cOMPANY | KIRITSUKUBA |URAZATO Chikara
Ibaraki [AOKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. GOKEILJI YANAI Kazuhiro
Ibaraki [HAGIWARA SHUZO CO., LTD. TOKUMASAMUNE [FUZIWARA Yoshitaka
Tochigi [INOUE SEIKICHI CO., LTD. SAWAHIME SATO Tamotsu
Tochigi [HOKKAN SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. |[HOKKAN KAMIYOSHIHARA Masato
Tochigi [DAIICHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAIKA SAITO Morihiro
Tochigi |TONOIKE SHUZOUTEN CO., LTD.|SANRAN ONO Makoto
Tochigi [WATANABESYUZOU CO., LTD. KYOKUKO WATANABE Hidenori
Tochigi |MORITO SHUZOU CO., LTD. JUICHIMASAMUNE |OHASHI Masanori
Gunma |MACHIDASHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. [SEIRYO KIMURA Takatoshi
The Excellence Prize| Gunma |SHIBASAKISYUZOU CO., LTD. HUNAOTAKI  [FUKUSHIMA Takashi
Gunma |MAKINO SHUZOQOU CO., LTD. OSAKAZUKI  |MAKINO Kenijiro
Gunma |[KONDO SHUZOU CO., LTD. AKAGISAN TAKEUCHI Futoshi
Gunma |SHIMAOKA SHUZO CO., LTD. GUNMAIZUMI |SHIMAOKA Toshinori
Gunma |SEITOKU MELJO CO., LTD. HOOSEITOKU |TAKIZAWA Mikio
Gunma |KIMUSUMESHUZO CORPORATION |[KIMUSUME YOSHIDA Kazuhiro
Saitama |GONDA BREWERY CO., LTD. NAOZANE GONDA Naohito
Saitama |TAKIZAWA BREWING COMPANY, LTD. |KIKUIZUMI TAKIZAWA Hideyuki
Saitama |KAMAYA CO., LTD. RIKISHI MATSUNUMA Hiroaki
Saitama |YAOHONTEN CO., LTD. CHICHIBUNISHIKI | KIMURA Naoyuki
Saitama |MATSUOKA BREWING CO., LTD. |MIKADOMATSU |MATSUOKA Norio
Saitama |KITANISHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. BUNRAKU MURAKAMI Daisuke

Niigata

ISHIMOTO SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD.

KOSHI NO KANBAI

TAKEUCHI Shinichi




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of G/njo-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024

Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.
Niigata [HIKISHUZO CORPORATION TSURUNOTOMO |MARUTA Kousuke
Niigata |KIRINZAN SHUZOU CO., LTD. KIRINZAN HASEGAWA Yoshiaki
Niigata [ASAHI-SHUZO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. ASAHIGURA |[KUBOTA YAMAGA Motoyoshi
Niigata |MASUKAGAMI CORPORATION [MASUKAGAMI |TAZIMA Kouzou
Niigata |KIKUSUI SAKE CO., LTD. NINOUJIGURA |KIKUSUI ABE Yuuichi
Niigata [|HAKURYU SYUZOU SAKE-BREWING CO., LTD. [HAKURYU SHIRAI Shinji
Niigata |TAKANOISHUZOU CORPORATION |[TAKANOI KIMURA Akihiro
Niigata |TAMAGAWA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [ECHIGO YUKIKURA |YAMAMOTO Tuyoshi
Niigata |NIIGATA MEIJO CO., LTD. CHOJAZAKARI|HOSINO Atushi
Niigata |NAEBA SHUZOU CO., LTD. NAEBASAN UCHIYAMA Katsuya

The Excellence Prize Niigata |CHIYONOHIKARI CHIYONOHIKARI [SATO Kazutoshi
Niigata |OBATA SHUZOU CORPORATION [MANOTSURU |KUDOU Kenya
Niigata |HENMI SHUZOU CO., LTD. SHINRYOU HENMI Akimasa
Niigata |HOKUSETU SHUZOU CORPORATION [HOKUSETU OGURA Kyouhei
Nagano [IMAISHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. WAKAMIDORI [KOMAMURA Kouji
Nagano [SHUSENKURANO CO., LTD. KawANAKAJIMA GENBU | CHINO Mariko
Nagano |KADOGUCHI SHUZO CO., LTD. |HOKKO MASAMUNE [MURAMATSU Yuya
Nagano |[SHIGAIZUMI SYUZOU CO., LTD. |SHIGAIZUMI |NAKAYAMA Yoshiki
Nagano |[TAKESHIGEHONKESHUZOU CO., LTD.|MISONOTAKE |SHIGETA Norikazu
Nagano [CHIKUMANISHIKI SHUZOU CO., LTD.|SAKENQOSEI  |KITAJIMA Masayuki
Nagano |[TOTSUKA SHUZOU CO., LTD. KANCHIKU NISHIMURA Kazuhiko
Nagano [NANAWARAISYUZOU CORPORATION|NANAWARAI |[YANAGISAWA Satoru




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai Ginjo-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024

Prize

Prefecture

Manufacturer

Trade Name

Brewmaster etc.

The Grand Prize

Nagano

SUWAMIKOTSURU SAKE BREWERY

MIKOTSURU

TAKEUCHI Shigehiko

Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki URAZATO SYUZOUTEN LIMITED PARTNERSHIP cCOMPANY [ KIRITSUKUBA |URAZATO Chikara
The Special Prize
Nagano [ONO SYUZOUTEN CO., LTD. YOAKEMAE KIYOTO Yukihiro
Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name [Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki [YOSHIKUBOSYUZOU CO., LTD. [IPPIN SUZUKI Tadayuki
Ibaraki [MORISHIMA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [FUJI TAIKAN |MORISHIMA Shouichirou
Ibaraki [HIROSE COMPANY SEN KUBOTA Michio
Ibaraki [AOKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. GOKEIJI YANAI Kazuhiro
Ibaraki |RAIFUKUSHUZOU RAIFUKU KANO Ryosuke
Tochigi |[TORAYA HONTEN CO., LTD. SHICHISUI TENMAYA Makoto
Tochigi [HOKKAN SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. |HOKKAN KAMIYOSHIHARA Masato
Tochigi [DAIICHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAIKA SAITO Morihiro
Tochigi [SOHOMARE SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. |SOHOMARE AKITA Toru
Tochigi |TONOIKE SHUZOUTEN CO., LTD.|SANRAN ONO Makoto
Tochigi |[WATANABESYUZOU CO., LTD. KYOKUKO WATANABE Hidenori
Tochigi [SENKIN CO., LTD. SENKIN KAMOSU |USUI Masato
The Excellence Prize| Tochigi [MORITO SHUZOU CO., LTD. SHOUJINZAWA |OHASHI Masanori
Gunma |[MACHIDASHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. [MACHIDASYUZOU |KIMURA Takatoshi
Gunma |MAKINO SHUzZOQOU CO., LTD. OSAKAZUKI  [MAKINO Kenjiro
Gunma |TSUCHIDA SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD.|TSUCHIDA HOSHINO Genki
Gunma [NAGAI SAKE INC. MIZUBASHO |GOTO Kenniji
Gunma |[SHIMAOKA SHUZO CO., LTD. GUNMAIZUMI |SHIMAOKA Toshinori
Gunma |MATSUYA SHUZOU CO., LTD. RUKA MATSUBARA Hiroyuki
Gunma |ASAMASHUZO CO., LTD. DAINIKOJYO |HIGEN WADA Masahira
Gunma [KIMUSUMESHUZO CORPORATION [SAKUYABI YOSHIDA Kazuhiro
Saitama |TAKIZAWA BREWING COMPANY, LTD. |KIKUIZUMI TAKIZAWA Hideyuki
Saitama |YAOHONTEN CO., LTD. CHICHIBUNISHIKI | KIMURA Naoyuki
Saitama |ISHII SHUZOU CO., LTD HOUMEI NAKAMARU Kyouhei
Niigata |MASUKAGAMI CORPORATION MASUKAGAMI |TAZIMA Kouzou




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai Ginjo-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024

Prize

Prefecture

Manufacturer

Trade Name

Brewmaster etc.

The Excellence Prize

Niigata

YUKITSUBAKISHUZOU CO., LTD.

KOSHI NO YUKITSUBAKI

[TZUKA Taiichi

Niigata

NIIGATA MELJO CO., LTD.

CHOJAZAKARI

HOSHINO Atushi

Niigata

MIYAO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD.

SHIMEHARITSURU

TOGASHI Tsuneo

Niigata

KUBIKI SHUZOU CO., LTD.

KOSHIZINOKOUBAI

YOSHIZAKI Tsukasa

Niigata

HENMI SHUZOU CO., LTD.

SHINRYOU

HENMI Akimasa

Nagano

IMAISHUZOUTEN CO., LTD.

GOGAKU

KOMAMURA Kouji

Nagano

MATSUWO SAKE CORPORATION

MATSUWO

KONISHI Hiromasa

Nagano

MATSUBAYA HONTEN CO., LTD.

HOKUSHINRYUU

SUGIHARA Ituo

Nagano

YOSHINOYA CO., LTD.

NISHINOMON

HARADA Hiroo

Nagano

KAMETAYASHUZOTEN

ALPS MASAMUNE

ITO Daiji

Nagano

SAKAGURA DAISHINSYU

DAISHINSHU

MORIMOTO Takayuki

Nagano

SHINSHUMELJO CO., LTD.

SHUHOU KIKUZAKARI

KUDO Arimichi

Nagano

SENJYO CO., LTD.

KUROMATSU SENJO

YANAGIDAIRA Masato

Nagano

CHOSEISHA SAKE CORPORATION

SHINANOTSURU

KITAHARA Takeshi

Nagano

YONEZAWA SHUZOU CO., LTD.

IMANISHIKI

SAKAGUCHI Shunya

Nagano

DAISEKKEI SHUZOU CO., LTD.

DAISEKKEI

NAGASE Mamoru

Nagano

TAKESHIGEHONKESHUZOU CO., LTD.

BOKUSUI

SHIGETA Norikazu

Nagano

CHIKUMANISHIKI SHUZOU CO., LTD.

SENROKURIKKA

KITAJIMA Masayuki

Nagano

TSUCHIYA SHUZOUTEN CORPORATION

KAMENOUMI

SUZUKI Shunzi

Nagano

NANAWARAISYUZOU CORPORATION

NANAWARALI

YANAGISAWA Satoru

Nagano

YUKAWA SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD.

KISOJI

YUGAWA Shinichi




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024

Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.

The Grand Prize| Gunma |[MAKINO SHUZOU CO., LTD. OSAKAZUKI MAKINO Kenijiro

Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.
Tochigi [TONOIKE SHUZOUTEN CO., LTD.|BO: ONO Makoto

The Special Prize

Niigata |[YUKITSUBAKISHUZOU CO., LTD. [kosHino yukitsusakt | ITZUKA Taiichi
Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name [Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki [MORISHIMA SHUZOU CO., LTD. [MORISHIMA  |MORISHIMA Shouichirou
Ibaraki [INABA SHUZO MINANOGAWA [INABA Nobuko
Ibaraki [|urazaTo syuzouTen LimiTED PARTNERSHIP cOMPANY [ URAZATO URAZATO Chikara
Ibaraki [BUYU CORPORATION BUYU HOSAKA Daijirou
Ibaraki |KAKUCHOH HONTEN CO., LTD. |REISUI YAMIZO |OKANO Yonenosuke
Tochigi [INOUE SEIKICHI CO., LTD. SAWAHIME ORIGIN [SATO Tamotsu
Tochigi |[TORAYA HONTEN CO., LTD. SHICHISUI TENMAYA Makoto
Tochigi [SOHOMARE SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. |SOHOMARE AKITA Toru
Tochigi [WATANABESYUZOU CO., LTD. KYOKUKO WATANABE Hidenori
Tochigi |MORITO SHUZOU CO., LTD. SHOUJINZAWA |OHASHI Masanori
Gunma |NAGAI SAKE INC. TANIGAWADAKE |GOTO Kenji
Gunma |KIMUSUMESHUZO CORPORATION [KIMUSUME YOSHIDA Kazuhiro
The Excellence Prize| Saitama |SEIUN SHUZOU CO., LTD. SEIUN YOSHIHARA Takuo
Niigata [ASAHI-SHUZO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. ASAHIGURA | ASAHIYAMA YAMAGA Motoyoshi
Niigata |OFUKU SHUZOU CO., LTD. OFUKU MASAMUNE [NAKANO Yoshikazu
Niigata |KAWACHUSHUZOU CO., LTD SOUTENBOU |NOMIZU Masuo
Niigata |MOROHASHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. [KosHINO KAGETORA | ASAI Masaru
Niigata [AOKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAKUREI TAKAHASHI Kazuei
Niigata |NIIGATA MEIJO CO., LTD. CHOJAZAKARI [HOSHINO Atushi
Niigata [AYUMASAMUNE CO., LTD. AYUMASAMUNE [AGEISHI Shuji
Niigata |KUBIKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KOSHIZINOKOUBAI |YOSHIZAKI Tsukasa
Niigata |[TAKEDA SHUZO CO., LTD. KATAFUNE TAKEDA Shigenori
Niigata |HOKUSETU SHUZOU CORPORATION [HOKUSETU LEON |OGURA Kyouhei
Nagano |[IMAISHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. WAKAMIDORI |KOMAMURA Kouji
Nagano [SAKAGURA DAISHINSYU DAISHINSHU |MORIMOTO Takayuki




Appendix 1

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai-shu category
in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024

Prize Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name |Brewmaster etc.
Nagano [KADOGUCHI SHUZO CO., LTD. [HOKKO MASAMUNE [MURAMATSU Yuya

Nagano [TAMAMURA HONTEN CO., LTD. |NEW ENGI YAMAMOTO Tsukasa

The Excellence Prize

Nagano [MARUSE SYUZOUTEN CO., LTD. [IKIOI MASAMUNE |SEKI Shinji

Nagano [TAKESHIGEHONKESHUZOU CO., LTD.|MISONQTAKE [SHIGETA Norikazu
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SO5OEREHENEEEENS REFTEXENR
Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024 The Grand Prize

IS CBREHERBBERETRICH VT BINHEARICRITTZERBEDRMEDR L&
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At the Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2024, in order to improve the awareness of sake
among overseas consumers, we created and released tasting notes and icons of sake from

the manufacturer that received the grand prize in the three categories (the Ginjo-shu
category, Junmai Ginjo-shu category and, Junmai-shu category).

Pointl TA4X7+127 /—bDO{ERKFE How to create tasting notes

O BEENTIVRISD—DTH3IWC (International Wine
Challenge) DEARBEERFIDTA A T4 200 /—ret4,5504ICDL\T
TR (TFANRAZU D) Z1TV\\ BREDZ R CTEMOER®RZER
RIZEERBELT—RNTHDEEZSNDEEEMELELE,

@ COBEEZAVTC.EFIDOREMOENSHIOREBFESE
BEFHmL. ZORREREST U TCXXEZERLEL,

1. We analyzed the data (text mining) of a total of 4,550
tasting notes for the sake category of the IWC (International
Wine Challenge), an international wine competition, and
extracted words that are considered to be common English
expressions for describing the complex and diverse flavors of
sake.

2. Using these words, the judges at the Sake Awards evaluated
the sake which received the grand prize in each category, and
aggregated the results to create a report.

Point2 7322 DUL\T About Icons

TARATAT /) —bDERKRICHV T REFTMENIEHEUIRITEEIC.
FROBIFEEZA1RIE T 2Wordcloud&E WS FEERVWTIERULE
L7z,

TAADZER T DEEIE Z<OMBFFMENKUZENDTHDFE
AELFRRINTHY . REFESEREDETY PHEREMNIC. BERRHIC
RUBCENTTFT . RREFEZEEO7IIVE. ZOHBEDRE
HADEHEREEICERIN TV 2H B—E—DEDTT,

X PAODDDEwBIE BREDEBRD—ETHE 2 —HEEEF—TIC

LTUWET,

Based on the expressions pointed out by the judges in the
creation of the tasting notes, we used Wordcloud to visualize
the frequency of the expressions used.

The words comprising the icons are displayed bigger if they
were felt by many of the judges, so you can visualize and
intuitively feel the aroma and taste of the sake which won the
grand prize. The icons for each grand prize winning sake were
created based on the aggregated results of the quality
evaluation for that sake, so each one is unique.

*The shape of the icon is based on a one-sho bottle, a type of
container for sake.

7AAVDE

Icon example

BOEY TR O
KE<HD

A strong aroma

increases the Fl
size of letters. Q_

FLEUIEXFENNELRD
A weak aroma reduces the size
of letters.
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Junmai Ginjo-shu category

The Grand Prize

Tasting note :
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Aromas of apple, melon and banana with a
rounded silky texture. Tropical essence of mango
and pineapple continues on the palate. Rich
sweetness balanced by good bitterness.
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Manufactorer: - SUWAMIKOTSURL SAKE BREWERY
tradeName: ~ MIKOTSURU
Brewmaster etc.: | AKELICHI ShlgEhlkU
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