Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2021
(by the Kanto-Shinetsu Regional Taxation Bureau of the National Tax Agency of Japan)

Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards are the traditional sake
awards held by the Kanto-Shinetsu Regional Taxation
Bureau of the National Tax Agency of Japan, which
has jurisdiction for the Kanto-Shinetsu region’s six
prefectures (Ibaraki, Tochigi, Gunma, Saitama,
Niigata and Nagano). The awards were first held in
1965 and the most recent awards held in 2021 marked
the 92th.

The objective of holding these awards is, through
evaluating the quality of sake, to promote the
advancement and development of sake brewing
technology, to improve the quality of sake brewed in
Kanto-Shinetsu region’s six prefectures, and to
contribute to the sound development of the sake  Six prefectures in the Kanto-

industry. Shinetsu region of Japan

The most recent awards (Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2021) consisted of three categories. The
first category was for Ginjo-shu sake, a type of sake that has a fruity flavor and has been
described as a work of art among sake. The second category was for Junmai-shu sake that is
made solely from high quality rice and has a fragrant and complex flavor. The last category was
for Junmai Ginjo-shu sake, a beautiful combination of rich and fruity flavor of Ginjo-shu sake
with fragrant and tasteful flavor of Junmai-shu sake.

The six prefectures of the Kanto-Shinetsu region are blessed with outstanding natural beauty
and best climate conditions for brewing sake. For the Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2021, 142
products were exhibited in the Ginjo-shu category, 158 in the Junmai Ginjo-shu sake category
and 89 in the Junmai-shu category from many traditional sake breweries (Meijo-kura) in Kanto-
Shinetsu region.

The judging panel, who used all their senses to evaluate the quality of the exhibits, carried out
the first and second round of judging on September 29", 30" and October 7" 2021. Following
a strict but fair judging process, Koji Narita, the Regional Commissioner of the Kanto-Shinetsu
Regional Taxation Bureau, awarded the Grand Prize to a manufacturer who achieved the
highest score in each of the three categories (the Ginjo-shu category, the Junmai Ginjo-shu
category and the Junmai-shu category), and also gave Special Prizes to two other manufacturers
that achieved the highest scores in each of the three categories following the Grand Prizes.
Furthermore, the Commissioner Narita also gave Excellence Prizes to 47 manufacturers in the
Ginjo-shu category, 53 manufacturers in the Junmai Ginjo-shu category and 27 manufacturers
in the Junmai-shu category that achieved excellent scores.



Judging method

The judges, who are experts in evaluating the quality of sake and came from the six prefectures
in the Kanto-Shinetsu region, are researchers from public organizations for sake brewing
technology and technical officers from the Kanto-Shinetsu Regional Taxation Bureau. The
judges used all their senses to perform strict but fair evaluations of the quality of sake.

Results of the Judging
Ginjo-shu category list
Junmai Ginjo-shu category list
Junmai-shu category list
Link

Kanto-Shinetsu sake brewery map (English)




Appendix

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Ginjo-shu category in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2021

The Grand Prize

Prefecture

Manufacturer

Trade Name

Brewmaster etc.

Gunma |MACHIDASHUZOUTEN CO., LTD.

SEIRYO

MACHIDA Emi

The Special Prize

Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name Brewmaster etc.
Tochigi |TORAYA HONTEN CO., LTD. KIKU TENMAYA Makoto
Nagano [DAISEKKEI SHUZOU CO., LTD. DAISEKKEI NAGASE Mamoru

The Excellence Prize

Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki |ISOKURA SAKE BREWERY INASATO ISHIKAWA Hiroyuki
Ibaraki |MEIRISHURUI CORPORATION FUKUSHOGUN HIRAYAMA Takashi
Ibaraki |YOSHIKUBOSYUZOU CO., LTD. IPPIN SUZUKI Tadayuki
Ibaraki |MORISHIMA SHUZOU CO., L'TD. FUJITAIKAN MORISHIMA Shouichirou
Ibaraki |URAZATO SYUZOUTEN LIMITED PARTNERSHIP COMPANY |[KIRITSUKUBA URAZATO Chikara
Ibaraki |HIROSE COMPANY SHIRAGIKU KUBOTA Michio
Ibaraki |HUCHU HOMARE SAKE COMPANY WATARI BUNE NAKAJIMA Isao
Tochigi |KATAYAMA SYUZOU CO., LTD. KASHIWAZAKARI KATAYAMA Tomoyuki
Tochigi |TSUJI ZENBEI SHOTEN CO.,L.TD. SAKURAGAWA TSUJI Hiroyuki
Tochigi |TONOIKE SHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. SANRAN ONO Makoto
Tochigi |TENTAKA SHUZOU CO., LTD. TENTAKA OMIYA Kanemitu
Tochigi |TOMIKAWA SHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. CHUAI TOMIKAWA Mariko
Tochigi |MORITO SHUZOU CO.,LLTD. JUICHIMASAMUNE |OHASHI Masanori
Gunma |SIBASAKISYUZOU CO., LLTD. FUNAOTAKI FUKUSHIMA Takashi
Gunma |SHIMAOKA SHUZO CO., LTD. GUNMAIZUMI SHIMAOKA Toshinori
Gunma |SEITOKU MEIJO CO., LTD. HOOSEITOKU TAKIZAWA Mikio
Gunma |KIMUSUMESHUZO CORPORATION KIMUSUME YOSHIDA Kazuhiro
Saitama |TAKIZAWA BREWING COMPANY, LTD. KIKUIZUMI TAKIZAWA Hideyuki
Saitama |KAMAYA CO., LTD. RIKISHI MATSUNUMA Hiroaki
Saitama |YOKOTA SHUZOU CO., LLTD. NIHONBASHI TSUNASHIMA Mutsuhiko
Saitama |MATSUOKA BREWING CO.,LTD. MIKADOMATSU MATSUOKA Norio
Saitama |KITANISHI SHUZOU CO., L'TD. BUNRAKU MURAKAMI Daisuke
Niigata |DHC SHUZOU CO., LTD. KOSHINO BAIRI TAKYU Kiminori
Niigata |HIKISHUZO CORPORATION TSURUNOTOMO MARUTA Kousuke




Prefecture

Manufacturer

Trade Name

Brewmaster etc.

Niigata |KIRINZAN SHUZOU CO., LLTD. KIRINZAN HASEGAWA Yoshiaki
Niigata [ASAHI-SHUZO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. ASAHIGURA [KUBOTA YAMAGA Motoyoshi
Niigata |ASAHI-SHUZO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. SHORAIGURA |KUBOTA OHASHI Ryosaku
Niigata |OFUKU SHUZOU CO., LLTD. OFUKU MASAMUNE |NAKANO Yoshikazu
Niigata |YOSHINOGAWA CO., LLTD. YOSHINOGAWA FUJINO Masatsugu
Niigata |NAKAGAWA SHUZOU CO., LLTD. KOSHINO HAKUGAN [SATOU Tomoaki
Niigata |HARA SHUZOU CO., LTD. KOSHINOHOMARE ISHIGURO Yoshikazu
Niigata |ECHIGOZAKURA SHUZO CORPORATION ECHIGOZAKURA OTAKE Go

Niigata |AOKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAKUREI HIGUCHI Muneyoshi
Niigata |MIYAO SAKE BREWING CO., LLTD. SHIMEHARITSURU TOGASHI Tsuneo
Niigata |KIMINOI SHUZO CO., LTD. KIMINOI HAYATU Hirosi
Niigata |OBATA SHUZOU CORPORATION MANOTSURU KUDOU Kenya
Nagano [ENDO BREWERY INC. KEIRYU TAKANO Shin
Nagano [SHUSENKURANO CO., LTD. KAWANAKAJIMA GENBU [CHINO Mariko
Nagano |[KAMETAYASHUZOTEN KAMENOYO ITO Daiji

Nagano [MISUZU SHUZO CORPORATION MISUZU KUMAGALI Naoji
Nagano [OKAZAKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. SHINSHUKIREI OKAZAKI Midori
Nagano [KOTEN SHUZOU CORPORATION KOTEN OGUCHI Mie
Nagano [ONO SYUZOUTEN CO., LLTD. YOAKEMAE KIYOTO Yukihiro
Nagano [KADOGUCHI SHUZO CO., LLTD. HOKKO MASAMUNE |MURAMATSU Yuya
Nagano [SHIGAIZUMI SYUZOU CO., L.TD. SHIGAIZUMI NAKAYAMA Yoshiki
Nagano [KUROSAWA SAKE BREWERY CO., L'TD. IZUTSUCHO KUROSAWA Yohei
Nagano |[TOTSUKA SHUZOU CO., L'TD. KANCHIKU NISHIMURA Kazuhiko




Appendix

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai Ginjo-shu category in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2021

The Grand Prize

Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name Brewmaster etc.
Nagano |[KAMETAYASHUZOTEN ALPS MASAMUNE ITO Daiji

The Special Prize

Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki |URAZATO SYUZOUTEN LIMITED PARTNERSHIP COMPANY |KIRITSUKUBA URAZATO Chikara
Niigata |KUBIKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KOSHIZINOKOUBAI  [YOSHIZAKI Tsukasa

The Excellence Prize

Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki |ISOKURA SAKE BREWERY INASATO ISHIKAWA Hiroyuki
Ibaraki |MORISHIMA SHUZOU CO., L'TD. FUJITAIKAN MORISHIMA Shouichirou
Ibaraki |HIROSE COMPANY SEN KUBOTA Michio
Ibaraki |HUCHU HOMARE SAKE COMPANY WATARI BUNE NAKAJIMA Isao
Ibaraki |INABA SHUZO STELLA MATSUURA Masao
Ibaraki |YUUKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. MUSUBI YUI URASATO Michiko
Ibaraki |RAIFUKUSHUZOU RAIFUKU SATO Akira
Tochigi |INOUE SEIKICHI CO., LLTD. SAWAHIME SATO Tamotsu
Tochigi |TORAYA HONTEN CO., LTD. SICHISUI TENMAYA Makoto
Tochigi |DAIICHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAIKA NINOMIYA Shunichi
Tochigi |SOHOMARE SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. SOHOMARE AKITA Toru
Tochigi |TSUJI ZENBEI SHOTEN CO.,LTD. TSUJIZENBEI TSUJI Hiroyuki
Tochigi |TENTAKA SHUZOU CO., LTD. TENTAKA OMIYA Kanemitu
Tochigi |MORITO SHUZOU CO.,L.TD. SYOUJINZAWA OHASHI Masanori
Gunma |MACHIDASHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. MACHIDASYUZOU PREMIUM [MACHIDA Emi
Gunma |SIBASAKISYUZOU CO., LLTD. FUNAOTAKI FUKUSHIMA Takashi
Gunma |MAKINO SHUZOU CO., LTD. OSAKAZUKI MAKINO Kenjiro
Gunma |NAGAI SAKE INC. MIZUBASHO GOTO Kenji
Gunma |SEITOKU MEIJO CO., LTD. HOOSEITOKU TAKIZAWA Mikio
Gunma |KIMUSUMESHUZO CORPORATION SAKUYABI YOSHIDA Kazuhiro
Saitama |KITANISHI SHUZOU CO., L'TD. BUNRAKU MURAKAMI Daisuke
Niigata |TAKANO SHUZOU CO., LTD. KOSHIJIFUBUKI ISHIKAWA Hiroki
Niigata |[YOSHINOGAWA CO., LTD. YOSHINOGAWA FUJINO Masatsugu
Niigata |MASUKAGAMI CORPORAION MASUKAGAMI TAZIMA Kouzou




Prefecture

Manufacturer

Trade Name

Brewmaster etc.

Niigata |ICHISHIMA SAKE BREWERY INC. OMON TANAKA Takeshi
Niigata |HAKURYU SYUZOU SAKE-BREWING CO., LTD. |HAKURYU SHIRAI Shinji
Niigata |AOKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KAKUREI HIGUCHI Muneyoshi
Niigata |SHIRATAKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. JOZENMIZUNOGOTOSHI|MATSUMOTO Takaki
Niigata |TAKACHIYO SHUZOU CO., LTD. MAKIHATA ABE Shigeo

Niigata |TUNAN SAKE BREWERY CO., L'TD. KIRINOTOH TAKIZAWA Masaya
Niigata |MIYAO SAKE BREWING CO., LLTD. SHIMEHARITSURU  |[TOGASHI Tsuneo
Niigata |HENMI SHUZOU CO.,L.TD. SHINRYOU HENMI Akimasa
Nagano |[MATSUWO SAKE CORPORATION MATSUWO TAKAHASHI Kuniyoshi
Nagano |YOSHINOYA CO.LTD. NISHINOMON HARADA Hiroo
Nagano [SAKAGURA DAISHINSYU DAISHINSYU TANAKA Katsumi
Nagano [MARUNAGASHUZOJO LIMITED PARTNERSHIP |TAKANAMI NAGAHARA Motoharu
Nagano |YOIKANA SHUZOU CO., LTD. METOBANOIZUMI NEGISHI Norio
Nagano |OKAZAKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. SHINSHUKIREI OKAZAKI Midori
Nagano |KIKUSUI SYUZOU CO., LTD. KIKUSUI KAWAGUCHI Hisao
Nagano |MAIHIME CORPORATION SUIRO ISOZAKI Kunihiro
Nagano |MIYASAKA BREWING COMPANY, LTD. MASUMI SUWAKURA |MASUMI HIRABAYASHI Kazuyuki
Nagano |CHOSEISHA SAKE CORPORATION SHINANOTSURU KITAHARA Takeshi
Nagano |[YONEZAWA SHUZOU CO., LLTD. IMANISHIKI SAKAGUCHI Shunya
Nagano |KADOGUCHI SHUZO CO., LTD. HOKKO MASAMUNE [MURAMATSU Yuya
Nagano |SHIGAIZUMI SYUZOU CO., LLTD. ITTEKINITEKI NAKAYAMA Yoshiki
Nagano |USUI SHOUTEN CORPORATION HAKUBANISHIKI MATSUURA Hiroyuki
Nagano |DAISEKKEI SHUZOU CO., L'TD. DAISEKKEI NAGASE Mamoru
Nagano |[HOKUAN JOUZOU CO.,LTD. HOKUAN DAIKOKU  |YAMAZAKI Yoshiyuki
Nagano |KITUKURA SHUZOU CO., LTD. KIKUHIDE INOUE Yoshimasa
Nagano |KUROSAWA SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. IZUTSUCHO KUROSAWA Yohei
Nagano |TSUCHIYA SHUZOUTEN CORPORATION KAMENOUMI SUZUKI Syunji
Nagano |NAKAZEN BREWING COMPANY,LTD. NAKANORISAN YAMAGUCHI Takashi
Nagano [YUKAWA SAKE BREWERY CO., LTD. KISOJI YUGAWA Shinichi




Appendix

List of Prize winning sake manufacturers of Junmai-shu category in Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2021

The Grand Prize
Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name Brewmaster etc.
Gunma |[MAKINO SHUZOU CO., LTD. OSAKAZUKI MAKINO Kenjiro

The Special Prize

Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name Brewmaster etc.
Tochigi |TONOIKE SHUZOUTEN CO., LTD. BOU ONO Makoto
Niigata |HARA SHUZOU CO., LTD. KOSHINOHOMARE ISHIGURO Yoshikazu

The Excellence Prize

Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name Brewmaster etc.
Ibaraki |[ISOKURA SAKE BREWERY INASATO ISHIKAWA Hiroyuki
Ibaraki [MORISHIMA SHUZOU CO., LTD. MORISHIMA MORISHIMA Shouichirou
Ibaraki |INABA SHUZO MINANOGAWA MATSUURA Masao
Ibaraki |BUYU CORPORATION BUYU HOSAKA Daijirou
Ibaraki |YUUKI SHUZOU CO., LTD. FUKUFUKU URASATO Michiko
Ibaraki |[NEMOTO SHUZOU CO., LTD. KUJINOYAMA KIKUCHI Michirou
Tochigi |DAIICHI SHUZOU CO., LLTD. KAIKA NINOMIYA Shunichi
Tochigi [SOHOMARE SAKE BREWERY CO., L'TD. SOHOMARE AKITA Toru
Tochigi |TSUJI ZENBEI SHOTEN CO.,LTD. TSUJIZENBEI TSUJI Hiroyuki
Tochigi |[TENTAKA SHUZOU CO., LTD. TENTAKA OMIYA Kanemitu
Tochigi |[MORITO SHUZOU CO.,LTD. SYOUJINZAWA OHASHI Masanori
Gunma |NAGAI SAKE INC. TANIGAWADAKE GOTO Kenji
Gunma |KIMUSUMESHUZO CORPORATION KIMUSUME YOSHIDA Kazuhiro
Saitama |TAKIZAWA BREWING COMPANY, LTD. KIKUIZUMI TAKIZAWA Hideyuki
Niigata |ASAHI-SHUZO SAKE BREWING CO., LTD. ASAHIGURA (ASAHIYAMA YAMAGA Motoyoshi
Niigata |YOSHINOGAWA CO., LTD. YOSHINOGAWA FUJINO Masatsugu
Niigata |MOROHASHI SHUZOU CO., LTD. KOSINO KAGETORA |ASAI Masaru
Niigata |KOSHITSUKANO SHUZOU CO.,L.TD. KOSHI NO AJIWAI TANAKA Ryouichi
Niigata |AOKI SHUZOU CO., L'TD. KAKUREI HIGUCHI Muneyoshi
Niigata |SHIRATAKI SHUZOU CO., LLTD. JOZENMIZUNOGOTOSHI|MATSUMOTO Takaki
Niigata |NIIGATA MEIJO CO., LTD. CHOJAZAKARI HOSHINO Atushi
Niigata |AYUMASAMUNE CO., LTD. AYUMASAMUNE AGEISHI Syuji
Niigata |MARUYAMA SHUZOUJYOU CO., LTD. SETCHUUBAI MURAYAMA Toshirou
Nagano [TOSHIMAYA CORPORATION MIWATARI KOMATSU Yukio




Prefecture Manufacturer Trade Name Brewmaster etc.

Nagano MIYASAKA BREWING COMPANY ,LTD. MASUMIFUJIMI BREWERY (MASUMI NAKANO Atsushi

Nagano [SENJYO CO., LTD. KUROMATSUSENJYO [YANAGIDAIRA Masato

Nagano |[TANAKAYA BREWING CO., LTD. MIZUO SUZUKI Masayuki
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At the Kanto-Shinetsu Sake Awards 2021, in order to improve the awareness of sake
among overseas consumers, we created and released tasting notes and icons of sake from

the manufacturer that received the grand prize in the three categories (the Ginjo-shu
category, Junmai Ginjo-shu category and, Junmai-shu category).
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1. We analyzed the data (text mining) of a total of 4,550
tasting notes for the sake category of the IWC (International
Wine Challenge), an international wine competition, and
extracted words that are considered to be common English

expressions for describing the complex and diverse flavors of - X
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Based on the expressions pointed out by the quality evaluators E
in the creation of the tasting notes, we used Wordcloud to
visualize the frequency of the expressions used. n
The words comprising the icons are displayed bigger if they lovely
were felt by many of the quality evaluators, so you can clean
visualize and intuitively feel the aroma and taste of the sake /
which won the grand prize. The icons for each grand prize
winning sake were created based on the aggregated results of BNEY(EXENNILES
the quality evaluation for that sake, so each one is unique. A weak aroma reduces the size
¥The shape of the icon is based on a one-sho bottle, a type of of letters.

container for sake.
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Attractive aromas of ripe bananas, nuts

and caramel. bood umami and bright acidity.

Medium long finish.
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